
‘I still giggle about the cows chasing us on our walk.’
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SACH News

A Hucklow Group Leader writes: “We were very lucky with the weather and only had 
one wet morning, when we borrowed the brand-new waterproofs. I think we were the 
first group to use them. They were fantastic, and the children were very proud to be 
seen out in them.”

Thank you to all of our contributors who donated to the ‘Kit out a Kid’ 
campaign. We were able to buy Sprayway jackets and trousers, built to 
last for miles of peak walking and playing, swinging, and climbing – all 

the outdoor activities children enjoy at Hucklow. 

Thank you for the wet-weather gear!



The Send a Child to Hucklow 
Fund

Providing holidays [at the Nightingale 
Centre] for disadvantaged children 

regardless of race, religion or politics

Registered as a charitable 
incorporated organisation 

number 1189260
Please use form below and send 

donations to our 
Donations Treasurer: 

Mrs Ruth Taylor
1 Beech Close

Hanwood, Shrewsbury, SY5 8RA
Tel. 01743 860711

Email: donations_treasurer@
sendachildtohucklow.org.uk

I enclose a cheque for £………....... as a personal donation to 
The Send a Child to Hucklow Fund
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made 

Today in the past 4 years in the future 
Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.  Do not tick a box if you do not pay tax, are making a donation 
on behalf of a group, or you do not wish us to reclaim the tax.
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax 
year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand 
that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p 
of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008. 

If you require a receipt, please tick this box

I enclose a cheque for £………....... as a personal donation to 
The Send a Child to Hucklow Fund
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made 

Today in the past 4 years in the future 
Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.  Do not tick a box if you do not pay tax, are making a donation 
on behalf of a group, or you do not wish us to reclaim the tax.
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax 
year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand 
that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p 
of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008. 
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Full Name (in CAPITALS)

If you require a receipt, please tick this box

Address

Post Code

DateSigned

www.sendachildtohucklow.org.uk

To donate online see: www.sendachildtohucklow.org.uk



By Sarah Benfield

Chair, SACH Trustees
We are delighted to 
have 19 groups of  
children booked in at the 
Nightingale Centre, Great 
Hucklow this year. That 
will be approximately 360 
children. Our fundrais-
ing target for the year 
is £67000 which will 
cover the accommodation 
costs, but we would be 
happy to exceed that 

target so we can provide more breaks. 
We rely on the generosity of  individuals and trusts. One 
recent generous donation is £16,000 we received from 
the Leonard Chamberlain Trust in Hull to fund the two 
groups coming to Hucklow from the Hull area. Kingston 
upon Hull is one of  the 20% most-deprived districts/
unitary authorities in England and about 27.4% of  the 
children (14430) live in low-income families. (Source: 
https://tinyurl.com/KUHstats) 
We are enormously grateful to Unitarians who fly the 
SACH flag within their wider networks. Unitarian Freema-
sons in the East Midlands are one such example.  Fellow 
Lodge members have undertaken sponsored swims 
and walks, donated proceeds from raffles held at large 
events, and have raised substantial sums of  money in 
the process. Unitarians in civic roles can also inspire 
generous giving and fundraising, such as Alan Laver, a 
former Alderman and Provost of  Altrincham, in whose 
memory the Timperley Boneshakers raised £8000+. 
We enjoy hearing about the imaginative ways people 
raise funds for SACH. Godalming Unitarians hosted ‘Folk 
in the Fall’, a concert featuring Stuart Coupe, lay leader 
at Billingshurst Unitarians. This raised £700. A further 
£600 was raised by the congregation designating SACH 
as their charity of  the year. 
Keep on fundraising and letting us know if  you raise 
funds from activities or special events. If  you are part 

3www.sendachildtohucklow.org.uk

I enclose a cheque for £………....... as a personal donation to 
The Send a Child to Hucklow Fund
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made 

Today in the past 4 years in the future 
Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.  Do not tick a box if you do not pay tax, are making a donation 
on behalf of a group, or you do not wish us to reclaim the tax.
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax 
year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand 
that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p 
of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008. 

If you require a receipt, please tick this box

View from the chair

Sarah Benfield

Children from Oak Tree Lane Primary School in Mansfield 
display some of the books they are donating to the Nightin-
gale Centre. For many years, Year 6 pupils have benefitted 
from a week’s holiday at the Centre, funded by Send a Child 
to Hucklow.
Last year’s group wanted to say ‘Thank You’, and give 
something back to the Centre. They came up with the idea of 
‘Booklow for Hucklow’. They asked all the children in school 
if they had any good books at home that could be donated 
for other children to read and enjoy, and they collected three 
whole bags full!
Pictured above are Pauline Smith, (left, Trustee, Send a Child 
to Hucklow) Marie Gash (right, Deputy Head Teacher) and 
Year 6 pupils.

of  networks such as Rotary, Probus or Lions Club, 
perhaps they could fundraise for SACH. We love to 
see photographs of  any fundraising events. 
For our 60th Anniversary, a special service was 
devised for congregations to use to raise aware-
ness of  SACH. The service has proved popular, 
and we hope that any congregations which have 
not yet used the material will use it this year. It is 
a great resource. (If  you would like an electronic 
copy, contact our secretary, Christine Hayhurst at: 
chris.hayhurst@sendachildtohucklow.org.uk)
Thank you all for supporting SACH. We could not 
do it without you. Please help us to continue 
to provide disadvantaged children and young 
people, who this year will be coming to Hucklow 
from Derbyshire, Lancashire, Liverpool, Hull, 
Nottinghamshire, Salford and Southend-on-Sea, 
with a ‘carefree’ week and the chance to ‘live like 
a prince’. 



A devoted, inspiring SACH supporter
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The Rev Ernest Baker 1940 - 2023
During its 60 years the Send a Child to Hucklow 
Fund has benefitted from the help of very many 
people. Amongst these Ernest Baker was one of 
the longest, most devoted and most inspiring. 
His love of children and of the Unitarian Centre at 
Great Hucklow lead to Ernest, first of all, helping 
with holidays for the children (he was a helper with 
a group of children from Glasgow while he was a 
ministry student about 50 years ago) and then to 
18 wonderful years of hard, invaluable work as the 
Fund’s Honorary Secretary.
The secretaryship involves varied work and Ernest 
excelled in every sphere. The Fund has always prided 
itself on only having one meeting of trustees a year. 
This means that the secretary handles everything 
except the finances during each year. This included, 
for example, liaising with the staff at Hucklow, with 
the people bringing groups of children, with the 
bus company fetching the children to and from 
Hucklow. Ernest kept the trustees fully involved, 
and encouraged them to help whenever necessary. 
He prepared excellent annual reports and appeals 
as well as producing an invaluable guide for the 
leaders of holidays and updating it regularly. He 
arranged the Fund’s stall at the Unitarian General 
Assembly meetings and was usually the person 
behind it, warmly welcoming all who visited. No 
one will forget the various humorous ways in which 
he brought the Fund to the attention of those 
attending the GA meetings. (See photo, above.)

Great days in the Peaks

Ernest’s work for the Fund did not end when his 
secretaryship ended. He became a trustee and 
continued his well-received practice of touring the 
country talking about the Fund. The friendly and 
efficient way that Ernest did everything endeared 
him to all who worked with him. Combined with his 
delightful sense of humour this meant that Ernest’s 
years as secretary were years in which the Fund helped 
more and more children.
Ernest died on 19 February and is already being missed 
by all who had the good fortune to have known him 
and to have benefitted from his work. 
We will continue to be inspired by his example, and to 
remember him with love and deep gratitude.

Peter Godfrey, life president, Send a Child to Hucklow

SACH trustees Ernest Baker (right) and Colin Partington 
promote the fund.  


